September 20, 1940
Dear William:'

It goes without saying that your letter of August 9, which reached us yesterday made us
very happy. The time required for transit was rather longer than usual but that may improve as
time goes on. The main thing is that we hear from you and we do realize that not much can be
said, but just so we know that all is well and that things are not too bad, though they should be
interesting. (be indulgent, please, with my very great risk” of running over the ends of the lines).
We listen every morning at 7:15 to the foreign broadcast of N.B.C and it is interesting even when
London, Rome and Berlin do not really have any NEWS. One just feels that they are being talked
to like a group of little imbeciles with whom one has to be indulgent.

There is very little news locally at present. Our household runs the even tenor of its way
without? any particular ripples. Betty seems to be adapting herself to our routine, both school and
domestic, without any great difficulty and for the* first lap of the first six weeks she has A in
History, English, and Sociology, while she has risen from o to 50 in Geometry with Mr. Swank, so
maybe in the next three weeks she will raise from 50 to 100 - a very remote hope.

The farm seems to be holding its own and while one cannot brag about crops, I suppose
that it can be worse considering the’ season that we have had and the resultant short crops in so
many places. Grapes seem to be fairly good, as the rain came in time to prevent total failure, but
the apples surely have not justified their existence, one might say. But the country-side is really
lovely just now. We are going down Sunday and the Baumans are coming down for dinner - or
whatever you want to ... call it, probably a picnic.

Janie leaves for the big city on Tuesday and I surely am wishing her luck and really she
ought to have it. Of course, I understand that they have to work long and hard in this school as it
is practical in the application of what is taught and learned and you and I both know that any
Western school is in a sense play compared to the requirements of a very good school in the East.
It should not be true but you see it every day, especially in the adjustments that our students have
to make un under the conditions there.

Just now the topic of interest here is CONSCRPTION, as you can well imagine. Frankly, I
think that it is one of the best things that has happened to our flabby pleasure seeking youth, and
when all is said and done, they do not know what pleasure really is, they seek merely a
momentary release from themselves. It seems at times that they simply do not have the courage
to sit down and face themselves and come to a realization of what real living and personal®
development is. Fun is the watchword and you know that that sort of thing has no satisfying end.

1 This letter was typed by Sarah when she was unfamiliar with the art of typing. I have made corrections in
the text to improve readability; footnotes and the photo-scan of the original provide the actual typed text for
those concerned with typescript details. — LJK

Z Literally great of running (perhaps Sarah was unfamiliar with the use of the Margin Release button)

3 Lit. with

4 Lit. for the the first lap

5 Lit. considering th the season

6 Li. PERsonal
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(lecture No. 1). Even the Presidential election seems to be relegated to a back seat , at least for the’
present by these other questions.

I do hope that this CONSCRIPTION will again vacate a nice little job for me as a substitute,
the illness list so far has not offered opportunity for much extra work for a poor wishful substitute
— so far merely wishful.

Local notes: Linda Cooper had a baby. Anne Flory married Dr. Hendricks (Dr. Evans’
nephew) at 8:30 A.M. last Saturday morning and was gowned in brown and gray, flat heeled shoes
and wreath of posies around her neck as in romantic Hawaii. Isabelle Hatch has withstood
another very serious operation at the Cleveland Clinic and is again at home much to everyone's
surprise. Your papa had a party at the country house in Hanover for the City Rapid Transit
Directors which they seemed to enjoy. Next week he is doing his duty by his bridge club, which is
very necessary. This week he has been out of circulation due to the fact that Bernie has been away
and he is trying to keep accounts, get out bills, close a deal for a considerable sum (against much
competition) with the Pure Oil Co. They are letting a considerable fencing contract and of course,
there are many bidders. We hope that things will tame down next week as the grapes are ready to
be marketed and you know probably better than I just how much work that entails. Mary Lou
Griesser is going to make a contribution to the population of the U.S.A. in a very few months. Her
husband is at Yale this year studying Dramatics. Jimmy Black was married last week to a Denison
freshman of last year and they are both going to O.S.U. this year, he for 3 years medical and she to
get her B.A. from college. Bill Barrick ( dentist) died very suddenly a few weeks ago of a heart
attack while at the annual Kiwanis Picnic. One good dentist less in our town now. Darrel Jones is
remodeling the old Wyeth house in Granville road into quite a pretentious colonial house, lovely
full height pillars across the front etc. Now we will continue this® in the next edition.

Please be indulgent with the many mistakes in this typing and I do hope that you can read
it. Take good care of yourself and do give us some news when you can.

As ever
Love Sarah
PS. Your Pa wants me to tell you that he had his annual fall cold and what a cold this time:
however it is much better and with the nice summer weather that we have now it will not be long

before he is completely well.

I write with your father checking accounts on one side & George doing some mysterious contortions
with books on the other?®

7 Lit. at least for t the present
8 Lit. continue thi this in
9 Handwritten in pencil
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